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climax during this illustrious period. Everything flourished,
and certainly, in so far as regards the subject which
immediately claims our attention, we may fairly believe
this assertion to be true. At no time throughout the
numismatic history of this vast empire will the coinage
appear to have been so fine, pure, well marked, regular,
and plentiful, as during this splendid period, when China
was indeed in the zenith of its prosperity.
Before examining any coin which may be deserving of
special observation, I will call your attention to the
remark that it is not sufficient to have one coin of each
designation of an emperor to make a collection complete.
And in proof of this statement I will, at the risk of being
tedious, run through a numerical list of the emperors of
this line, and show about the number of designations each
had, and the coins of such designation comprised in this
collection, merely premising my observations by stating
that the Sung dynasty had eighteen sovereigns.
With a further view of illustrating the differences,
occasionally so trifling, which exist, I may mention that
Nos. 125-6-8-9, 130-2-3, and 135, of the coinage of the
Emperor Hwuy Tsung, dating 1100 to 1125, show the
variations either on account of size or through the cha-
xacters used being either what are here called "seal/'
"grass/' "stiff/' and "ordinary/1 and in the fact of
their being sometimes read round the coin, and sometimes
across. But as these coins are all blank on the reverse,
others will presently be referred to which will show how,
the coin being on the observe, the same only differ by the
characters on the reverse: These characters are of two
different kinds—namely, those which have been put on
with a view and for a purpose now forgotten or fallen
into disuse, and those which bear a meaning perfectly

